


To quote George Bernard Shaw, “The great
advantage of a hotel is that it's a refuge from
home life” Indeed, hotels are the ultimate refuge,
offering escape from our day-to-day physical
experience. They transport us to jeweled palaces,
cutting-edge skyscrapers and beachside aeries.
Hotels allow us to reinvent our existence, spend
quality time with the kids, rekindle romance, seal

a deal, linger in the bath, forget the housekeeping
and stay up late ordering room service and catching
up on movies that have come and gone. With that
elusive idea of “escape” in mind, we came up with a
selection of the world's unigue hotels—40 far-flung
properties that offer a sense of “refuge.” Of course,
this is just a taste of the many one-off hostelries
that span the globe, but with some luck, our list

will serve as a catalyst to inspire you to wander,
enjoy and reflect. (->)




Book the romantic
Kennedy Cottage,
where John and
Jackie honeymooned
in1953.

At Jade Mountain,
linger over a
champagne-
mango cocktail
on the Celestial
Terrace, the
resort’s highest
point, overlooking
the dramatic
Piton Mountains
and the sea.

King Pacific Lodge
North Vancouver, Canada
Situated within the Great Bear Rainforest on Princess Royal Island, King
Pacific Lodge raises the bar in eco-friendly luxury: Accessible only by
seaplane, the lodge floats next to a stand of old-growth forest and works
hard to limit its carbon emissions. There are no phones or televisions, but
soak away the hours in the deep tubs after a day of outdoor adventure.
When dining on the day’s fresh catch of salmon or sashimi, request
a tokkuri (a small ceramic decanter) of Bakuhatsu Musume sake, which
is produced by lodge owner and media mogul Hideo Morita of Sony
fame. kingpacificlodge.com

San Ysidro Ranch

Santa Barbara, California

Recapture the romance at this elegant cottage community tucked into
the Montecito foothills high above Santa Barbara. The 41 cottages are each
unique and feature overstuffed furnishings that call for languid mornings
in front of the fireplace. Dine on the restaurant’s deck overlooking the
ocean, with twinkling lights dotting the coast. sanysidroranch.com

Raffles Hotel
Singapore
The grande dame of the Singapore hotel scene, Raffles (a National
Monument since 1987) is a throwback to a bygone era, albeit refreshed
for a new generation. Mix colonial charms with stellar service and the
formula is a winner.

Circa 1910, the Singapore Sling was invented at the hotel's Long Bar,
where you can throw your peanut shells right on the floor. raffles.com

Jade Mountain

Soufriére, St. Lucia

Equally romantic and unusual,
architectural wonder Jade
Mountain features such
standout accommodations
as the Sun, Moon and Star
sanctuaries with open-air
floor plans and spacious
infinity pools with views of
the majestic Pitons. You may
choose to never leave your
oasis, especially since the
resort offers in-room spa
services. jademountain.com

Faena Hotel + Universe

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Wonderfully stylish and chic, the Faena attracts a design-minded jet set
thanks to its buzzing scene and high-concept rooms and public spaces.
The hotel's Pool Bar is especially crisp and inviting.

Enjoy the sizzling tango performances in the hotel’s El Cabaret, a
favorite of BA's see-and-be-seen set. faenahotelanduniverse.com

Prestonfield

Edinburgh, Scotland

Situated on the outskirts of Edinburgh, historic Prestonfield will quickly
transport you far from the hustle and bustle of the nearby Royal Mile,
thanks to the hotel's manicured gardens (complete with peacocks
that strut and stroll about the lawns) and magnificent, unique rooms
that seem plucked from a design book. For a real treat, dine in the
exceptionally decadent Rhubarb restaurant.

Book the owner’s suite: Hidden up a stone turret staircase, it boasts
fantastic views of the gardens in three directions. It’s just like staying in
your own private mansion. prestonfield.com

The Peninsula Hong Kong
Hong Kong
The legendary Kowloon-situated Peninsula faces dazzling Victoria
Harbour, its palatial rooms floating high above the hotel’s historic
1920s-era base. Savor even more impressive vistas from the hotel's
slick Philippe Starck-designed, top-floor Felix restaurant as you look
toward Victoria Peak.

The hotel’s fleet of 14 chauffeur-driven Rolls-Royce Phantoms will
whisk you around town in high style. peninsula.com
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